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EARLY LIFE CONTEXT

GROWING UP DURING 'THE 

TROUBLES' IN NORTHERN 

IRELAND.

EXPERIENCE OF CONFLICT AND 

'OTHERING'.

THE IMPACT OF THESE 

EXPERIENCES ON MY 

WORLDVIEW AND CAREER 

CHOICES



THESIS PROLOGUE

‘EVERY INQUIRY IS GUIDED BEFOREHAND 

BY WHAT IS SOUGHT’

(HEIDEGGER, 1962, P. 24)



PROFESSIONAL  BACKGROUND, 
QUALIFICATIONS,  AND RESEARCH INTERESTS

RECOGNITION AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
DIGITAL SOCIAL SCIENCES AND EDUCATION



CAREER IN SOCIAL WORK



PRACADEMIC

EDUCATOR

ACADEMIC



DIGITALISING READING 
GROUPS

@SWBOOKGROUP 
#SWBKG



DIGITALISING PEN PALS

@SWVIRTUALPAL 



PUBLICATIONS



PUBLICATIONS



IMPACT A Virtual Book Club for Professional 

Development in Emergency Medicine



RECOGNITION







husITa 

human services Information Technology association

‘who repeatedly outlined the importance of the 

profession [social work] in directing the future of ‘IT’ 

usage in the social world, by involving itself in the 

development of technologies as they relate to ‘human 

problems, human values, human ethics’ (Taylor-Beswick, 

2019).





DOCTORAL IMPACT

DIGITALISING SOCIAL WORK

FRAMEWORK 



RESEARCH IMPACT

DIGITAL PROFESSIONALISM 

MAPPING TOOL 



PUBLICATIONS











“GIVEN AMANDA’S REPUTATION ACROSS THE SOCIAL 
WORK PROFESSION, HER DIGITAL EXPERTISE WAS ALSO 

SOUGHT EXTERNALLY, INCLUDING BY SOCIAL CARE 
RESEARCHERS, PRACTITIONERS AND COMMUNITY 

ORGANISATIONS WHO NEEDED SUPPORT TO HELP THEM 
THINK ABOUT AND ACHIEVE BUSINESS CONTINUITY IN THE 

CONTEXT WHERE THEY SUDDENLY FOUND THEY NEEDED 
TO WORK ALMOST ENTIRELY REMOTELY” 

(PROFESSOR BAGLEY, 2022, QUEENS UNIVERSITY BELFAST). 

DIGITALISING SOCIAL WORK EDUCATION



IMPACT – WITH AND FOR PRACTICE



IMPACT – WITH AND FOR PRACTICE



IMPACT – WITH AND FOR PRACTICE



DIGITAL INTERSECTIONS

WEARABLES RESEARCH WORK



PUBLICATIONS 

PROFESSOR AMANDA TAYLOR-BESWICK



REDUCING OPIOID RELATED DEATHS 

FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE AT HIGH 

RISK OF DEATH FROM OVERDOSE: 

A CO-PRODUCTION STUDY WITH 

PEOPLE HOUSED WITHIN PRISON AND 

HOSTEL ACCOMMODATION DURING 

COVID-19



TECHNOLOGY ASSISTED CHILD 

SEXUAL ABUSE

PUBLICATIONS



ANNUAL AWARD FOR 

OUTSTANDING PUBLICATION 

IN EUROPEAN SOCIAL WORK 

RESEARCH



FOUNDING DIRECTOR 

THE CENTRE FOR DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION 



DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER FOR DIGITAL 

TRANSFORMATION

PROFESSOR AMANDA TAYLOR-BESWICK



WHOLE 
ORGANISATION 
APPROACH 
TO DIGITAL 
DEVELOPMENT



WHOLE ORGANISATION 
APPROACH TO DIGITAL 
DEVELOPMENT





A MANIFESTO FOR AI IN 

HIGHER EDUCATION



“THE BEST AND ONLY VADE MECUM 

OF PHENOMENOGRAPHY.” 

FERENCE MARTON, UNIVERSITY OF 

GOTHENBURG



THEORETICALLY

• MEYER AND LAND: 

TROUBLESOME KNOWLEDGE, 

LIMINAL SPACE 

• ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS THEORY

• LATOUR: ANTINESS 

• CRITICAL DIGITAL PEDAGOGY



SOCIO-TECHNICAL INTERSECTIONS 
RESEARCH FOCUS

• IN HEALTH, SOCIAL SCIENCES AND 

EDUCATION.

• ONGOING EXPLORATION OF 

TECHNOLOGY'S ROLE IN PROFESSIONAL 

EDUCATION AND PRACTICE.

• ONGOING COMMITMENT TO RELATIONAL 

AND TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATION.



INSIGHTS AND FUTURE 
DIRECTIONS

• BALANCING TECHNOLOGICAL 

ADVANCEMENT WITH ETHICAL 

CONSIDERATIONS.

• THE ROLE OF EDUCATORS /ACADEMICS IN 

GUIDING STUDENTS TOWARDS INNOVATIVE 

AND RESPONSIBLE TECHNOLOGICAL 

DESIGN AND USAGE



THE POTENTIAL AND PITFALLS 
OF TECHNOLOGICAL 
INTEGRATION.



THE POTENTIAL AND PITFALLS 
OF TECHNOLOGICAL 
INTEGRATION.



THE ROLE OF EDUCATORS IN GUIDING STUDENTS TOWARDS 

AN EFFECTIVE AND RESPONSIBLE TECHNOLOGY USAGE

Fundamentally, there is need for the profession [with reference to social work] to address, 

what Rafferty (2014: xi) explains as, ‘a disjointedness between the energy and effort that is 

being expended in higher education on using technology to ‘transform’ the learning 

experience’ and a necessity to take heed of the need, ‘to mirror in social work skills and 

understanding the reality of the use of technology in the world we now live in’.

As Susskind and Susskind (2015: 307) advise, ‘inaction, as well as action is a choice. If we 

choose to do nothing, and we decided to default to our traditional ways and discard the 

promise of technological change for fear, say, of rocking the boat, then this is a decision for 

which the later generations can hold us responsible.’



SUM OF MY PARTS

I AM PART OF ALL THAT I HAVE MET;  

YET ALL EXPERIENCE IS AN ARCH 

WHERE THROUGH GLEAMS THAT 

UNTRAVELED WORLD,  

WHOSE MARGIN FADES FOR EVER 

AND FOR EVER WHEN I MOVE. 

HOW DULL IT IS TO PAUSE, 

TO MAKE AN END, 

TO RUST UNBURNISHED, 

NOT TO SHINE IN USE! 

TENNYSON 









CONCLUSION

I THINK IT IS FAIR TO SAY 

THAT ‘EDUCATION HAS 

TRANSFORMED ME,  AND MY LIFE.’



Professor Worsley, Head of School, UCLan

“Amanda is one of those wonderful people who can connect with 

students, colleagues, and practitioners in a natural way. She 

employs modern technology to spread her word and, underlining 

it all, is this genuine, heartfelt commitment to learning and 

teaching, to growing (professional) people and to making the 

world a better place for many by producing informed, reflective 

dynamic practitioners.” 
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