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First, a declaration of interest: this reviewer is an erstwhile Routledge author and has contributed to
several ‘handbook’ collections by the editor of the volume under review.

A search through ‘top’ tourism journals and book publishers' websites reveals that with the exception
of numerous contributions from academics in the People's Republic of China and Taiwan, researchers
from other Asian countries are comparatively absent. The same is true for Africa and South America.
On those grounds alone the present volume could be welcomed for the fact that a significant number
of its contributors come from a range of Asian countries. The book comprises sixteen contributions
beyond a brief introduction and these are organized into three sections.

The first section is described as an introduction to urban tourism precincts in Asia. The use of the
word ‘precinct’ is a little obscure here, but there are five contributions: an opening chapter on Asian
perspectives on tourism cities followed by commentaries on urban tourism in Sri Lanka; urban tourism
more broadly in ASEAN member countries; a study of cultural tourism in Tianjin; and heritage tourism
in Bengal. The second section, management and marketing of Asian cities, is the largest with seven
contributions on buildings archaeology and urban tourism in Kolkata; urban tourism post-tsunami in
Phuket; the marketing of Ulaanbaatar; Disneyization in Cambodia; tourist perceptions of food trucks in
Hong Kong; tourism and religion in Asian cities; and the branding of Indian cities as ‘smart’ tourism
destinations. The final section of four chapters is themed as ‘emerging paradigms of Asian city
tourism’ and contains studies of place identity in a tourist slum in Busan; managing overtourism in
Asian cities; the impact of augmented and virtual reality on value co-creation in some of Delhi's
heritage sites; and a study of urban tourism development in Macau. There are, perhaps surprisingly,
no substantive case studies of urban tourism in Indonesia, Malaysia or Vietnam.

Most edited collections are a little uneven and this work is no exception. Some contributions are
unfocused and/or structurally represent more a series of notes and lists (and occasionally travel
promotions) than an attempt at coherent narrative. Some are syntactically variable. Some are written
as if for journal articles. A number of those offering case studies dwell too much on unnecessary local
detail at the expense of broader analysis.

The overall unevenness of the text is reflected in the Editor's scene-setting chapter (Chapter 1) which,
while not without many points of interest, provides an insufficiently coherent overview of the chosen
field as a context for the ensuing contributions. It is genuinely interesting and necessary to state that



tourism scholarship proceeds from a ‘western’ set of values and perspectives but the question as to
whether or not these actually create an unreasonable bias or distortion in the understanding of
urban/city tourism phenomena in Asian cultures is not pursued. A number of the contributions point
to the role of western colonialism in the development of economic, social and cultural ‘infrastructure’,
including tourism, in the places discussed but again, these matters are not generally pursued but
rather noted as historically passing. The same is true of the role of political ideology in tourism. While
hinted at in several contributions, they are not perhaps lent the salience they deserve.

There is also a general (though not entirely universal) absence of critical engagement with the
problems of urban/city tourism in general and in Asia in particular. In short, such tourism is almost
invariably presented as ‘a good thing’, and numerous contributors demonstrate an implicit and
distorted romantic attachment to the notion that city tourism is, or can be, invariably developed in
harmony with local needs if only the tourism planning process is of sufficient robustness. Given that
there are legitimate questions concerning the globally destructive capacity of the tourism and travel
industries in terms of environmental degradation and climate change, this is somewhat disappointing
though, in fairness, also a reflection of the wider reluctance in tourism scholarship to engage with
such issues. There was, perhaps, a good case for a final editorial contribution drawing out the
implications of each contribution for the wider field of city tourism.

On a more positive note, the majority of contributions in this work contain at least something of
interest, something that is worth knowing and/or learning. Undoubtedly the efforts of the book's
authors will be of interest to present and future researchers in the area of city and urban tourism, and
geographically widened perspectives on this topic are very welcome.



