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The entangled rhythms of a
canhoe journey

Rhythmanalysis, speculative fabulation and a
tidal microadventure.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation emerges from a three day canoe journey in an area called Loch Sween where issues concerning our various perceptions/conceptions of space and time became apparent.  Spatiotemporal issues are a complex area given their distinctive ineffable universality.  What follows is an attempt at reflexivity prompted by my field notes, photographs and the interview transcripts.


Rhythmanalysis

There are no rhythms without repetition however, when
examined closely enough each iteration will differ from the
last.

Linear rhythms have a commanding power, dominating
spatiotemporal practices “...imprinting a rhythm on an era...’

Lefebrve in Potts in Edensor, 2010, p.38

* In post-industrial cultures the relatively linear tick-tock
rhythm of the clock has come to dominate more varied
cyclical rhythms of waves, tidal flow and log burning time.

)
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Presentation Notes
In identifying rhythms we may hope to understand the power exercised by the normative and often unreflexive practices of everyday life in addition to the more resistant, disruptive rhythms.  Considering by what means the “’when, how often, how long, in what order and at what speed’ are governed by ‘norms, habits and conventions’ about temporality, a host of implicit, embedded and embodied forms of social knowing that regulate social life and space.”  (Adam, 1995 in Edensor 2010 p.2).  

In spite of their dynamic nature landscapes can sustain their own rhythm, for example the “shifting rhythms of tide deeply mark particular places” (Edensor, 2010, p.3 and p.6).  This study foregrounds the role of the strong cyclical rhythms associated with canoeing and camping in a tidal Scottish sea loch and their capacity to disrupt habits and routines received from long exposure to quotidian rhythms of work/holiday and clock/event time. 



Speculative
Fabulation &

Performative
Texts

Speculative Fabulation (Haraway 2013) a
creative third space where ideas and narrative
can meet.

“...the speculator is the one who observes,
watches out, cultivates the signs of a change
of situation, making oneself sensible to what,

in this situation, might matter.” (Debaise &
Stengers in Wiame 2017 p.2)

“...‘performative’ texts are very different from
texts that claim to represent something
literally. As an expression of an aesthetic force
the text has a life of its own...l invite you to
observe yourself reading the text and to hold
your response before you as a gift in your
hands (literally) — as something you need to
be present

”

to.
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Haraway, D., 2013. SF: ‘Science fiction, speculative fabulation, string figures, so far’. Ada: A Journal of Gender, New Media, and Technology, 3. Special Issue on Feminist Science Fiction. Available online: https://people.ucsc.edu/~haraway/Files/PilgrimAcceptanceHaraway.pdf (accessed 6 July 2018). 

Performative Texts: de Oliveira Andreotti, 2016 p. 80.

Wiame, A.  (2017). Speculative Fabulation: A Median Voice to Care for the Dead 
Available at: https://groupeconstructiviste.files.wordpress.com/2017/04/wiame_speculative-fabulation.pdf
Accessed on 17/06/19  
 
Speculation:  Cambridge Dictionary.   Available at: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/speculation. Accessed on 17/6/19. 
Fable: Cambridge Dicitonary.  Available at: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/fable.  Accessed on 17/6/19.




War of the
Time Worlds:
The Eventiles

in Ventland

A long time ago, far,
far away...



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following is Intend to be truthful and disruptive in order to allow richer and more ethical forms of knowledge creation. It seeks to harness the power of creative collaborations to synthesise the research data with my own reflections and reading.

Most of the photographs are from the original canoe trip, the illustrations were created in collaboration with my daughter, so present her interpretations of my text.  

You are invited to participate as you wish: 
Focus on the slides with images and text
Close your eyes and follow the story for itself
Seek to fuse this narrative and the slides with your own experiences “observe yourself reading the text and to hold your response before you as a gift in your hands (literally) – as something you need to be present to.” de Oliveira Andreotti, 2016 p. 80



far aw

Aﬁg}i\fﬁne ago, far,

...l unconsciously opened with a
clichéd reference to time and
space. Thinking in this way
harnesses two dimensions to
emphasise otherness and
difference. A more relational
approach might have been,
“Many generations past in a
land beyond the mountains and
over the eternal sea.”
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and through (Jackson & Mazzei, 2012)


This exposes a kind of othering
reflected by the romanticised
view of practices that exist today
in animist cultures. In doing so |
become aware of asymmetrical
power dynamics associated with
neo-colonial clock time and the
appropriation of cultural
constructs associated with the
debate surrounding the
‘traditional ecological
knowledge’ and the more
contextualised ‘traditional
indigenous knowledge’.
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Invasion of the
Clockpods

Some hoped to bring
efficiency and order...

Others sought power
and saw Ventland as
offering profitable =

opportunities... e =

...with an entanglement
of benevolence and
greed the ‘others’ began
to lay plans.

Ensoll 2019



Invasion of
the
Clockpods

So it began...

Ensoll 2019
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Eventile Correction Facility
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Ensoll 2019

Before & after treatment in the ‘correction facility’




DO TELL YOUR.EXC

Who stole my
time?

* Time used to: exert power,
co-ordinate, evaluate &
manipulate each other

* Time commodified and
scarce

* ‘Leisure time’ facilitated by
exploitation of petrochemical
based industry



. ..the towering sentinel Clockpod
standing guard over each dial of
cages became the focal point for

thought.
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Elder, B. (no date).  Mudgee Clock Tower.  � Available at:  https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi-sIr0o9_iAhUt3uAKHa6bA24QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.aussietowns.com.au%252Ftown%252Fmudgee-nsw%26psig%3DAOvVaw1-UnR7MOATVDdNpfK28qef%26ust%3D1560268560569555&psig=AOvVaw1-UnR7MOATVDdNpfK28qef&ust=1560268560569555.  Accessed on 17:01 Monday 10th June 2019


CHECK YOUR
TEMPORAL PRIVLEGE

[IME APPROPRIATION
15 OPPRESSION

ThiePoaplesCuba com

Zealous Nevs whose original
shape happened to conform
with the Clockpod pens soon
began to view non-conformist
Eventiles as ‘out-of-step’ and
therefore lesser.
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Colonel 7.62 (2018) I denounce temporal privilege.  Available at:�http://thepeoplescube.com/images/various_uploads/Temporal_Privilege_Finger.jpg.  Accessed on: 17:27 Monday 10th June 2019. 


“B1 had not done any washing up during
the trip so | asked him to clean the
dishes...From the first time of asking B1's
words and actions were negative; he

stooped, sighed and complained asking,
"Why me?"

| felt some pressure to get the camp
sorted, the other two were ahead of us in
packing up their kit and | didn't want to
hold them up and despite the continued
great weather, home and deadlines had
begun to loom.”




Spaces folded and
unfolded

g e 7 # ::-_;:_"

Best average speed of horse drawn coaches or sading ships was 10 mup.h

1850=1930

Steam Locomolives averaged &5 m.pobh.
Steam ships averaged 38 m.p.Jh.

1950°s

=~
e g
Propellered aincraft J00-400 mop.h.

1960°s

Jet passenger aircraft G00-700 mop.bh

Figure 1. The historical geography of capiatalism i1s typaficed by acccelermtions in the welocity of

transportation that dramatically compressed melative distances across the globe. This figure, which

has represented time —space compression for decades. has gone throagh multiple iterations.
Sowwrce: redrawn from Dacken (2080 )0
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ABCDEFGHIJK Folds privilege some places over others, emphasise speed over quality.  With each acceleration has come another fold reducing the space between certain points and relegating more and more others to the second division, low status, low value, low priority – politically unimportant.  We clean up our journeys missing out problematic areas eg walking beside a busy road reveals the noise and aggression of a fast car


Some Nevs sought out experienced Eventiles to teach and lead
them, others relished the opportunity to explore and learn in less
ordered ways.




Storying =

the crafting &
sustaining of
relationships

Wiame, 2017




The becoming?

“I invite you to observe
yourself...and to hold
your response before
you as a gift in your
hands (literally) — as
something you need to
be present to.”
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