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Using your Romans theme to develop 
literacy – going beyond the obvious
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Boudicca – a different approach

(Use 6 images of Boudicca from various places)
Examine the differing depictions of Boudicca – make a 
note of any common factors in the pictures.

What factors can we not extract from the pictures?

Now, in 2/3s write a brief description of what you think 
Boudicca would have been like.

Compare this to the original description of her  by Cassius 
Dio (100 years after her reign…) 



In stature she was very tall, in appearance most 
terrifying, in the glance of her eye most fierce, and 
her voice was harsh; a great mass of the tawniest 
hair fell to her hips; around her neck was a large 
golden necklace,  and she wore a tunic of diverse 
colours over which a thick mantle was fastened with 
a brooch. This was her invariable attire (Roman 
History, LXII.1-2).



https://www.thinglink.com/scene/989831494383960067

Some other suggestions –
label the Roman Sandal



Estate Agent description of a Roman Villa



Job advert for a Roman Soldier



Instructions for building a Roman Road



Historical Fiction – based around ‘The Sandal’ by Tony Bradman









Literacy Possibilities –
A job advert for a Roman soldier
An estate agents description of a Roman Villa
A set of instructions for building a Roman road
Analyse a one of the Vindolanda letters
Recount of a battle e.g. with Iceni/Boudicca
Minutes of a meeting with Local tribe elder
Description of Boudicca
Labelling a Roman sandal or Fort
Historical fiction based on ‘The Sandal’
Poem – Boudicca Warrior Queen of the Iceni  www.historyforkids.com –
Jon Bratton and Paul Perro
Examine a local map – analyse place names linked to the Romans
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