
Briggs, Caroline (2019) Increase your confidence and skills in creating accessible
learning materials. In: Learning & Teaching Fest 2019, 3 July 2019, University of
Cumbria, Carlisle, UK. (Unpublished) 

Downloaded from: http://insight.cumbria.ac.uk/id/eprint/4688/

Usage of  any items from the University  of  Cumbria’s  institutional repository ‘Insight’ must  conform to the
following fair usage guidelines.

Any item and its associated metadata held in the University of Cumbria’s institutional repository Insight (unless
stated otherwise on the metadata record) may be copied, displayed or performed, and stored in line with the JISC
fair dealing guidelines (available here) for educational and not-for-profit activities

provided that

• the authors, title and full bibliographic details of the item are cited clearly when any part
of the work is referred to verbally or in the written form 

• a hyperlink/URL to the original Insight record of that item is included in any citations of the work

• the content is not changed in any way

• all files required for usage of the item are kept together with the main item file.

You may not

• sell any part of an item

• refer to any part of an item without citation

• amend any item or contextualise it in a way that will impugn the creator’s reputation

• remove or alter the copyright statement on an item.

The full policy can be found here. 
Alternatively contact the University of Cumbria Repository Editor by emailing insight@cumbria.ac.uk.

http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/services/elib/papers/pa/fair/
mailto:insight@cumbria.ac.uk
http://insight.cumbria.ac.uk/legal.html#section5


Creating Accessible Learning Materials

Delivered by: Caroline Briggs 



Creating Accessible Learning Materials

• To make informed decisions when designing materials which are 
accessible to a wide range of learners

• To gain insight of some of the barriers faced by students with 
learning differences and disabilities

• To be aware of the implications of the Digital Accessibility 
Regulations



c

Equality of Opportunity to enables you to achieve your full 
potential

Reasonable 
Adjustments



How is accessibility measured?

This means that they must be accessible in terms of being 

• Perceivable (sight, hearing, mixture of senses)

• Operable (using different interfaces e.g. tab keys, mouse, keyboard)

• Understandable (simple language, clear, accessible font)

• Robust (interoperable with other assistive technologies)



Digital Regulations: Key Dates

• All new websites and content created from 23 September 2018 

need to comply with accessibility requirements by 23 September 

2019.

• Websites and content created before 23 September 2018 will 

need to be compliant by September 2020



Making the right choices: Font

Inaccessible Font 1,2,3: Serif font

Accessible Font 1,2,3: Sans Serif



Making the right choices: Alignment

Left Align
Centre

Right   
Just i fy



Making the right decisions: Emphasizing Text 

• Emphasizing text

• Emphasizing text

• Emphasizing text

• Emphasizing text

• Emphasizing text



Cataract Vision Examples

https://i.ytimg.com/vi/gV0BnjfGLDw/maxresdefault.jpg



Colours viewed by sight impaired people



Levels of Macular Degeneration



Irlen’s Syndrome Example

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/34269647137721204/?autologin=true

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/34269647137721204/?autologin=true


Accessibility Checker



Accessible images, tables and charts

• All objects will need to have alternate text adding. The term Alt txt is the written description of the 

image, table or chart for screen readers.

• If the chart or table is an image you will need to explain all the data included.

• Colour coding is to be avoided and the use of texture is advised.

• Use number digits where possible rather than written numbers.

• Do not use Wrap text Behind or In front of text.

• Table titles must be identified and repeated if the table is on the next page. 
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