
Hayes,  Tracy (2017) Reluctant  readers.  In:  Learning and Teaching Fest  2017:
Student  Success:  Adding  Value  through  ‘Learning  Gain’,  20  June  2017,
University of Cumbria, Carlisle, UK. (Unpublished) 

Downloaded from: http://insight.cumbria.ac.uk/id/eprint/3115/

Usage of  any items from the University  of  Cumbria’s institutional repository ‘Insight’ must  conform to the
following fair usage guidelines.

Any item and its associated metadata held in the University of Cumbria’s institutional repository Insight (unless
stated otherwise on the metadata record) may be copied, displayed or performed, and stored in line with the JISC
fair dealing guidelines (available here) for educational and not-for-profit activities

provided that

• the authors, title and full bibliographic details of the item are cited clearly when any part
of the work is referred to verbally or in the written form 

• a hyperlink/URL to the original Insight record of that item is included in any citations of the work

• the content is not changed in any way

• all files required for usage of the item are kept together with the main item file.

You may not

• sell any part of an item

• refer to any part of an item without citation

• amend any item or contextualise it in a way that will impugn the creator’s reputation

• remove or alter the copyright statement on an item.

The full policy can be found here. 
Alternatively contact the University of Cumbria Repository Editor by emailing insight@cumbria.ac.uk.

http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/services/elib/papers/pa/fair/
mailto:insight@cumbria.ac.uk
http://insight.cumbria.ac.uk/legal.html#section5


Reluctant readers…
Tracy Hayes
Lecturer, HPSS

Learning & Teaching Fest 
20th June 2017

Student Success: Adding Value through ‘Learning Gain’



Aim of presentation
• To share my experiences of attempting to engage reluctant 

readers

• To explore your experiences 

• To suggest ways to understand and overcome this reluctance

Mark Smith (2012) suggests that ‘… a good way of exploring 
pedagogy is as the process of accompanying learners; caring for 
and about them; and bringing learning into life.’

So in that spirit…  



If you’re sitting comfortably, I will begin… 

“I’ve only ever finished one book in my 
life. It was the last Harry Potter – and I 
only read it ‘cos I wanted to know what 
happened, and I didn’t want to wait for 
the film to come out to find out…”

I look at the student as she speaks, and 
wonder how she has made it into the 
third year of a degree course…. 



Explore your experiences…

Consider your own experiences in teaching :-

• Have you encountered similar challenges?

• How have you addressed them?

Discuss these with the person next to you :-

• Are there any common themes?

• How does this contribute to learning gain? 
For example, through improvement in knowledge, 
skills, work-readiness and personal development.

Share these with the rest of the group.



Ways to understand & overcome reluctance…

• Recognising difference – not everyone likes reading – however we 
need to engage with literature in order to learn

• Identifying a topic starting point, based on what students  do enjoy 
for example :
• Watching films, video clips
• Fiction, poetry, music

• Reading together, for example:
• Book clubs
• Journal clubs
• Unpicking an article together in a session
• Collaborating on a topic – each find and contribute an article



Methods I plan to try next…

Pictures

Critiquing picture 
books for young 
people and adults 
- designing own 
versions

Writing

Writing stories –
fiction and 
creative non-
fiction

Bringing learning 
to life

Incorporating 
educational visits 
into assessed 
course work



Revisiting the start… 

Once more, I am reminded of Smith words ‘… a good way of exploring 
pedagogy is as the process of accompanying learners; caring for and 
about them; and bringing learning into life.’

We can do this by:

• Being responsive

• Being supportive

• Caring for and about students

• Being honest and (when needed) firm

• Collaborating with colleagues to provide cohesive support



To continue the conversation… 

Please contact me if you:

• Are interested in helping me to explore 

this further;

• Have other ideas for me to consider;

• Want to know more about my research.
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