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Morecambe Bay Curriculum

A new place-based curriculum in North-west England to build 

a more sustainable future

Heather Prince, Professor of Outdoor 
and Environmental Education



Eden Project 
Morecambe

https://www.edenproject.com/new-edens/eden-project-morecambe-uk



Morecambe Bay Curriculum

‘A community-curated, place-based approach to learning about sustainability – a 

unique environmental framework that focuses on preparing young people for the 

jobs of the future’

‘A community-curated, place-based approach to learning about sustainability –

a unique environmental framework that focuses on preparing young people for the 

jobs of the future’

Collective approach

Improving outcomes

Encouraging & 
empowering young 

people



Morecambe Bay Curriculum

https://youtu.be/U9guAYyLzAQ

‘…being in this place, staying 
in this place and changing this 
wonderful place that we live 
…’

Linda Pye, Headteacher Ryelands
Primary and Nursery School

https://youtu.be/U9guAYyLzAQ


Morecambe Bay Curriculum (MBC)

The MBC’s four main focus areas are:

• Mental and physical health – longer, healthier and more positive lives

• Work and local economy – sustainable, inclusive, economic growth and jobs

• Place and environment – caring for the eco-systems

• People and community – pride in where we live and the communities around 

Morecambe Bay



MBC – ‘Powerful’ projects

The adventures of Eden 
Bear

…who captures everyday stories of children’s 

lives and their aspirations and dreams for the 

future of Morecambe Bay

MBC Digital Resource Library
https://www.cumbria.ac.uk/study/academic-
departments/institute-of-education/morecambe-bay-
curriculum/

https://www.cumbria.ac.uk/study/academic-departments/institute-of-education/morecambe-bay-curriculum/
https://www.cumbria.ac.uk/study/academic-departments/institute-of-education/morecambe-bay-curriculum/
https://www.cumbria.ac.uk/study/academic-departments/institute-of-education/morecambe-bay-curriculum/


MBC – ‘Powerful projects’

‘Little researchers’

University students supporting primary school 

pupils to do research about their local area

'I am really enjoying exploring our 

community and where we live and 

finding new creatures that we never 
knew lived here’ (Zac)

'It's not just about us, it's about the 
habitats that are also there!’ (Amelia)



MBC – ‘Powerful projects’

‘Educate to plate’

Development of a community garden supporting 

learners to understand how we can grow food in 

a sustainable way



MBC – Resources

‘Being part of the Morecambe Bay Curriculum Think Tank 
has given me the opportunity to develop my own 
understanding of experiential learning and place-based 
best practice, in order to create lessons that excite and 
engage children.’  (Tanya, PGCE student)

Morecambe Bay 
Curriculum Think Tank



MBC – Further teacher support

Why should we make this 
change?
What is the evidence to show 
that outcomes are achieved 
through a place-based 
curriculum?

Outdoor Learning and Place-based Curriculum Framework 
Insight (cumbria.ac.uk)

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Learning and Place-based Curriculum 

Framework 

 
Heather Prince 

Rebecca Hordern 

Danny Towers 

Ceri Holman 

+ Possible progression model for teachers

https://insight.cumbria.ac.uk/id/eprint/6723/
https://insight.cumbria.ac.uk/id/eprint/6723/


MBC – Is it working?  How will we know?



Thank you!

Questions?
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