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Posthuman Psychogeography:

Let the line take you for a walk
Dr Jamie Mcphie
AWCoP

The boundaries that once defined certain territories, such as urban-rural,
culture-nature or mind-body distinctiveness, are shifting and as such are ripe
for reterritorialization

(Deleuze and Guattari, cited in Schroeder, 2012, p.252)

Cite as: Mcphie, J., Richardson, T., Bridger, A., Cole, S., Butler-Eldridge, T. (2019) Definitions, Debates & Directions for

Contemporary Psychogeography. The 4th world congress of Psychogeography, 6th 7th & 8th September 2019,
Huddersfield University.



Why do |
have to go
to school?

So you can be molded into a state
approved homogenous drone that cannot
think outside of the prescribed consensus.
You will learn to repeat information instead
of how to think for yourself so that you don't
become a threat to the status quo. When
you graduate you will get a job, pay your
taxes, in order to perpetuate the
corporate system of indentured

i servitude.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=JISAMRbqY6w



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JI8AMRbqY6w

THERE IS NOTHING YOU CAN DO
ABOUT IT. YOU ARE OVERWHELMED
WITH IMAGES. THEY CARRY YOU

AWAY, THEY REPLACE YOU, YOU
ARE DREAMING. THE SPECTACLE
IS LIFE AS A DREAM -

WE ALL WANT THIS.

¢ Prisoner and the

The spectacle is the bad dream of a
modern society in chains and
ultimately expresses nothing more
than its wish for sleep. The
spectacle is the guardian of that
sleep.
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.. the Panopti’pc:n.n":ust not w’#_rgtood asa
dream building: it.is'the diagram‘of a mechanism
of power reduced to its ideal form. J '
/ — Michel Foucaull, D’s‘cxpﬁna and Puaigh, 1977



Rainbows

-
S
Nle - Sai iy s




e
srnst ol R

e
% - .w I " | 3 od
&“—" ane - “ ‘. —‘f-n—’vawﬁ. )
R =Y -

Genus

Species




“organism and environment enfold into each other and

N " unfold from one another in the fundamental circularity
that is life itself”

(Varela et al., 1991, p. 217)




Humans

‘...assumption that the

mind /brain/body remains somehow
separate from the wider
environment.’

(Harris, 2008)

‘the mind is not in the head’

(Varela, 1999, p. 72)




A haecceity is an
individual organism
understood as a bundle or
meshwork of interwoven
lines rather than
interconnected points

(Ingold, 2011)
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1.night entrance and exit;

2.underground water supply
for drinking and cooling nest

3."lungs" that expel rising hot
air;

4.Cool air eventually sinks
back to the cellar;

5. Warm air rises via central
air duct;

6. Interior oxygen diffuses
through the chimneys.
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‘a democracy extended to things’



, 2008)

(Ingold
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‘A large boulder, its surface spreading with crinkly red and grey Ilchens is able &
-+ to influence the events around it, and even fo influence the thinking of those & 2

=

folks who lean against it — lending their thoughts a certain gravity, and a kind E=C_
¢ _of stony wisdom” (Abram, 2004)
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inorganic life

* ‘the eco-mental system called * ‘It is not so much that organisms
Lake Erie is a part of your wider are not alive, but that life can be
eco-mental system’. (Bateson) articulated in all things’. (Dema)




The capitalist production of subjectivity

* The capitalist production of subjectivity leads many of us to believe

we act alone and are individually responsible for our compulsions but
as Jane Bennett reminds us,

* ‘the locus of political responsibility is a human-nonhuman
assemblage’ which ‘presents individuals as simply incapable of
bearing full responsibility for their effects’ and so ‘the ethical
responsibility of an individual human now resides in one’s response to
the assemblage in which one finds oneself participating’.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhtTikpQwFO — see Dr Haydon Mort



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhtTjkpQwF0

